
How Prepared are YOU for 
the Emergency?



Introduction
• Hazardous Materials Business Plan 

Requirements
• Elements of Emergency Response Plans 
• Response Plan Training
• First Responder Hazardous Materials 

Business Plan Demonstration



Hazardous Materials Business Plan
• Chapter 6.95 of the California Health and Safety Code 

establishes each business shall prepare a Business Plan 
if that business uses, handles, or stores a hazardous 
materials:
– 500 pounds 
– 55 gallons 
– 200 cubic feet of compressed gas.

– A hazardous compressed gas in any amount. (TWA<= 10 ppm).
– Extremely Hazardous Substances above TPQ.

• Hazardous Materials Inventory- Business Plans 
contain information on the location, type, quantity, and 
health risks of hazardous materials.



Emergency Response Planning
(Site Map)



Emergency Response Planning
(Site Map)

• For large plating lines consider adding a 
supplemental table.



Business Plans
• Emergency contact 

info:
24 hour phone number 

so we can find 
someone at 2am 
if there is a problem



Hazardous Materials Business Plan
• A Business Plan must be submitted for all new 

businesses. 
• Business must review and recertify the Business Plan 

every year by submitting a Hazardous Materials Business 
Plan Certification Statement (DEH:HM-953).

• A current copy of the Business Plan must be maintained 
on site. 

• The Business Plan must also be amended within 30 days 
for:
– A 100% or greater increase in quantity of a hazardous 

material.
– Any handling of a new hazardous material above 

quantities.
– Any change in the storage, location or use of hazardous 

materials, which could affect an emergency response.
– Any change in business name, ownership or address.



Elements of an Emergency 
Response Plan

• Functional Roles and Responsibilities
– Emergency Coordinator(s)
– Facility Employees
– In-house Response Teams
– Private Response Teams / Registered 

Hazardous Waste Haulers
– Public Agencies 



Elements of an Emergency 
Response Plan

• Emergency Operations Plans and 
Procedures
– Activation Plan, Activation Flow Chart
– Shut Down Procedures
– Isolation and Evacuation Plans
– Personnel Accountability
– Containment/ Control Procedures
– Rescue Operations 



Elements of an Emergency 
Response Plan

– Notification / Release Reporting
– Site Security and Control
– Decontamination
– Emergency Medical Treatment/First Aid
– Critique of response and follow-up



Elements of an Emergency 
Response Plan

• Emergency Resources Acquisition
– Cleanup
– Equipment
– Personnel
– Off – Site Assistance
– Site Safety Plan



Elements of an Emergency 
Response Plan

• Emergency Communications:         
Plans and Procedures
– In-House Notification
– On-Going Emergency Operations
– Public and Regulatory Agencies 
– Community



Training- Emergency Response 

Training must occur on site and should 
include the following procedures:

• Recognition/Reporting 
• Employee Warning 
• Evacuation
• Emergency drills with                        

mock exposure and                      
accident scenarios



Emergency Response Planning
• Training and Education

– Facility Personnel
– Contractors 
Does everyone know when they have a 

problem and who to call?

VIDEO



Video of Fire



Managing  Hazardous Materials
Emergencies

Public Information
Officer

Safety Officer

Liaison Officer

Operations Planning/Intel Logistics Finance

Incident Commander

INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM



Managing  Hazardous Materials
Emergencies

• Incident Commander (IC) is in charge of 
the direct management of all incident 
operations and related activities
– California Highway Patrol has incident 

command/Scene management responsibilities 
for all highway and unincorporated roadways

• Defined under CVC section 2454
– Ranking fire person on scene has IC 

responsibility for off highway responses



Managing  Hazardous Materials
Emergencies

• Incident Commander (IC)
– Unified Command is used when there is 

more than one agency with a management 
responsibility that cannot be delegated
• Individuals in the Unified Command 

Post should be able to speak for, and 
commit the resources of, their 
respective organizations

• Business owners need to join in at a 
UNIFIED COMMAND POST

– Don’t be Shy this is your business



First Responder Hazardous 
Materials Business Plan

• We actually use this information
• HIRT has carried an electronic version in our 

computers since 1992. 
• All First Responders since 2001
• The CD contains a Password Protected Zip 

file and • The database is also password 
protected for the same reasons.

• How about if we demonstrate what we carry 
on the vehicles
– The info does not just go into a 

government black hole



Questions?
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